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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES FISCAL YEAR 1960 


PLANT QUARANTINE DIVISION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE 
PLANT QUARANTINE DIVISION 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 


SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES, PLANT QUARANTINE DIVISION 


Work Performed During Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 1960 


The first responsibility of the Plant Quarantine Division isto pre- 
vent the entry into the United States of destructive foreign plant 
pests. The Division is also charged with the responsibility of pre- 
venting the spread of pests from offshore U. S. areas to the main- 
land and between such areas and shares in the responsibility for 
preventing the spread of plant pests within the continental United 
States. In addition, inspectors of the Division examine and certify 
American-grown plants and plant products to meet the plant quar- 
antine import requirements of countries of destination. 


To meet these responsibilities, the Division has inspection staffs 
at major ocean, Great Lakes, air, and borderports inthe continen- 
tal UnitedStates and in Hawaii, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Ameri- 
can Virgin Islands. Plant quarantine inspectors at these ports, 
working in cooperation with Customs, examine ships, airplanes, 
vehicles, trains, baggage, and mail to enforce quarantine against 
the entry of foreignpests. They also inspect cargoes of restricted 
material and apply treatments and other safeguards to insure that 
harmful pests are not brought in with such cargoes. In several 
instances plant quarantine clearance is effected inforeigncountries, 
which has the advantage of eliminating pests atorigin-this inclu7s 
the inspection of flower bulbs in a number of European countrie , 
the treatment of citrus and other fruits in Mexico, and the preflight 
inspection of aircraft prior to departure for the United States from 
Nassau. 


The spread of pests is closely associated with the movement of 
people and goods about the world. It does not follow, however, that 
the danger of new foreign pests being introduced into the United 
States is in direct proportion to the volume for foreign traffic and 
commerce entering the country. In) Piscal) Year 1960) aitotalgot 
30,230 lots of plant pests were taken by plant quarantine inspectors 
at ports of entry. This was an increase of 4,934, or 19.5%, over 
the preceding year, arate of increase 6l2times the rate of increase 
in entries of people. Timewise, an important plant pest was pre- 
vented from entering the country at an average of once every 17 


ay ees 


minutes during the year. Theinsects, plantdiseases, snails, nem- 
atodes, and mites intercepted included many of the world's most 
destructive pests of food and fibercrops, forests andornamentals. 
Fruit flies of economic importance included: 


Mediterranean fruit fly.... 173 


Mexican truie fly oO Soe Ss. 170 
Orrvenral trust ty FS. 2% 10 
wig hay See gah eat RC ie Na 52 
West Indian fruit fly ...... 120 


This was an increase of 31.5%over last year in the interception of 
these pests. 


Other important pest interceptions included: 


Black spot of citrus....... 109 
Cancrosis B (citrus)...... 8 
Ghilean jerape mite. ....., 41 
Gitrusbldek fly '. cise. ig, 
Citgustcankerv. 2.2 o. 8% 139 
Europeancherry fruitfly... 20 
Golden’ nematode ......... 19 
Mhaprabectle babaasnc. his b3t 
Bere R Taste) od... 215) Bs betel 2S. 6 
Mediterranean [and snail.. 75 
Pink botiworni 264.00 oes. 15 
oweetorange’scab Vs... On 
Y anone (Japanese citrus) 

SEAMS TAO i. Th FORRES: HLS 


SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR 


Mexican border traffic, In1960 over 22.5 million vehicles crossed 
into the UnitedStates from Mexicothrough border ports, an increase 
of 1.5million over 1959. This compares with the average increase 
of a million a year, this upward trend having existed since shortly 
after World War II, At Nogales, Arizona - the principal port for 
the entry of Mexican winter vegetables, atotal of 11,274 railway 
carloads and 6,777 truckloads (a total equivalent of 20,000 carloads) 
were given plant quarantine clearance. The trend of recent years 
toward shipment by trucks rather than by rail continued to develop. 


Khapra beetle, Since 1951, when khapra beetle infestation was 
found on a ship, 122 additional vessels have been found infested, 
some on more than onevoyage. Of these 122 vessels, 85 were found 
this year, 43 inthe last three months. Four ships were reported 


ae ee 


from Great Lakes ports since the opening of the St. LawrenceSea- 
way. Infestations have been found in the non-cargo areas of 60 of 
the 122 vessels and with cargoes orinthecargo areas of40vessels, 
necessitating fumigation and other safeguard measures. Thekhapra 
beetle was also found this year inone plane and inone mail package. 
Port findings indicate that this pest may be found associated with 
practically any cargo, ranging from automobiles and steel products 
to crude rubber and gums as wellas such known food hosts as rice 
and peanuts. In view of the recorded findings of khapra beetle in 
certain cargoes from Ceylon, India, Pakistan, and Sudan, the Di- 
vision has requested our Agricultural Attaches in these countries 
to point out to appropriate officials and shippers the advantage of 
preshipment fumigation. Indications are that some success can be 
expected in this regard. The actual number of khaprabeetle infes- 
tations found during 1960 were 200% greater than in 1959. Added 
emphasis was given duringthe year to the inspectionof freightcars 
and trucks from Mexico for the khaprabeetle whichtemporarily in- 
fested limited areas of thatcountry andis now believed eradicated. 


Preflight clearance of aircraft, The inauguration in1960 of clear- 
ance of passengers and aircraft in Nassau prior to departure on 


scheduled nonstop flights for the UnitedStates has been an effective 
quarantine and traffic facilitating procedure. The actualvolume of 
precleared traffic greatly exceeded the volume estimated when the 
procedure began early inthe year. Plans were made in cooperation 
with U.S. Customs for inaugurating a similar service in Bermuda 
but were suspended because of lack of necessary facilities. These 
plans were revived late in 1960 for further consideration and an in- 
augurationdate was set for the autumnof1961. Passengers receiv- 
ing plant quarantine clearance in Honolulu and San Juan prior to 
flight to the mainland numbered 912,301, an increase of over 21% 
above the previous year. The increased use of large jet aircraft 
with larger passenger capacities has greatly intensified the inspec- 
tion problem by concentrating large workloads, since larger num- 
bers of people must be cleared within short periods before sched- 
uled departure times. 


St, Lawrence Seaway, The opening of the Seaway to ocean-going 
vessels last year added a new avenue through which foreign pests 
might enter the country - this time directly into the center of one 
of our richest agricultural areas. The danger of pest introduction 
via the Seaway is primarily from (1) incidental infestation or con- 
tamination of general cargo, (2) infested or infected plant products 
and meats in ships stores, and (3) infested or infected plant mate- 
rials inships garbage. Passenger baggage, one ofthe really serious 
threats of pest entry, is not yet developed into a serious problem 
in this area since foreign ships using the Seaway are primarily 
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freighters. Also, commercial shipments of plants and plant prod- 
ucts, livestock, and animal products are likewise not yet entering 
tothe point of creating a difficult problem. It is expected, however, 
that the development of new and enlarged facilities now under way 
will attract additional shipping into lakeports. The Division is plan- 
ning accordingly. 


Extending first line of defense, Significant progress was made dur- 
ing the year in extending the first line of defense against the entry 
of foreign plant pests into foreign areas through international co- 
operation. The normal ''first line'' is the inspection and related 
activities of some 500 Division inspectors stationed at the various 
ports of entry, augmented materially by the assistance of other 
official agencies and the public, acting individually and as groups. 


The finding of khaprabeetle infested ships inSt. Lawrence Seaway 
ports gave impetus tothe initiation of a day by day exchange of in- 
formation between the Plant Quarantine Division and the Canadian 
Plant Protection Division on khapra beetle findings in international 
commerce. As this program developed the Defensa de Agricola of 
Mexico became a participant. 


The spread of the Mediterranean fruitfly in Central America was 
also responsible for specific international efforts, in this instance 
to prevent anorthward spreadvia air traffic and the Inter-American 
Highway. This involved conferences between representatives of the 
Plant Quarantine Division and the Defensa de Agricola of Mexico. 
At the request of the Mexican Government a Division inspector who 
speaks Spanish fluently was temporarily assigned to Mexico City 
to initiate a plant quarantine training program. This will result in 
mutual protection of the two countries. Additional assistance in 
preventing the Mediterranean fruitfly was afforded by the United 
Nations through its Food and Agriculture area office in Costa Rica. 
The FAO Costa Rican headquarters, with some technical advice 
from the Plant Quarantine Division, sponsored discussions which 
lead to a strengthening of plant quarantine legislation in several 
Central American countries. 


During the year the Division continued its practice of communicating 
with the appropriate authorities of various countries, as conditions 
required, regarding interpretations of regulations, specific prob- 
lems of pest risk, and associated matters, in order that the com- 
merce in plant and plant products into and from the United States 
might flow with a maximum of security against plant pest dissemi- 
nation and the practical minimum of regulatory impediments. 


Statistical Summaries 


The following statistical summaries of activities ofthe Plant Quar- 
antine Division appear on the succeeding pages: 
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Airplane Inspection Activities 

Ship Inspection Activities 

Mexican Border Inspection Activities 

Foreign Mail Inspection 

Transit Inspection 

Cargo Inspection 

Quarantine Material Interceptions 

Plant Pest Interceptions 

Inspection Activities Confined to Hawaii, Puerto Rico, 
and Virgin Islands 


Fruits and Vegetables 
Domestic Mail Packages 
Other Inspection 
Activities Performed at Special Inspection Stations 
Departmental Propagative Material Importations 
Other Propagative Material Importations 
Departmentally-Grown Material 
District of Columbia Regulations 
Departmental Non-Propagative Material 
Inspection of Plant Material in Europe 
Fruit Treated in Mexico 
ComparativeSummary of Activities for F. Y. 1955-1960 
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